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INTRODUCTION 
 

Walking about Saratoga Springs one cannot help but admire the beautiful and 

varied architecture. Many of the historical plaques proudly affixed to porches announce 

dates from the late 1800’s.  However, these massive painted beauties with wrap around 

porches, turrets, and impressive carpenter flourishes end abruptly once you enter the 

Skidmore College campus.  In fact, the occasional prospective Skidmore student or 

Skidmore parent will ask, “Where are the old buildings?”  For such an historic city, this 

college seems to lack a single historic building or clock tower.   

 

 After the death of Judge Henry Hilton in 1899, his children paid little attention to 

the Woodlawn property.  The Woodlawn property still had a large Queen Anne Style 

Mansion that rose magnificently, bordered by carefully planted trees, and with over 20 

miles of intricately woven paths and trails for horse drawn carriages.  Lucy Scribner, 

founder of Skidmore College, attempted to purchase the land known as Woodlawn for 

her then new Skidmore School of the Arts.  She wrote a letter to the heirs of Woodlawn 

in 1916, with a request to purchase the property.  The letter was written while the Judge’s 

daughter and her husband were in Europe.  As the story goes, Lucy’s letter finally 

reached the Russells, Hilton’s daughter and her husband in Europe, and they wrote back 

allowing Lucy Scribner to purchase the estate.  However, their return letter did not reach 

Mrs. Scribner in time, and the property was put up for auction in August 1916.  As a 

result, Lucy Scribner continued to develop the land she had previously purchased 

adjacent to Congress Park.  Many buildings in downtown Saratoga Springs became 

Skidmore’s first campus in Saratoga.i  The Woodlawn estate came to be owned by some 

controversial characters, and the last of the buildings of Woodlawn burned to the ground 

before being acquired by Skidmore College in 1960. 

 

The following is the story of the land known as “Woodlawn” which began as a 

parcel of land inherited by Judge Henry Walton in the early 1800’s located in the Town 

of Greenfield, New York and by the 1890’s became a “Park” of 1,175 acres. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN PRESENCE 
 

The land that was to become “Woodlawn” had been a hunting ground for 

thousands of years by the Algonquin, Mohican and Mohawk tribes.  A map published as 

early as1750 clearly shows a north-south trail through the Saratoga area.  Other maps 

from 1778 and 1817 show the same trail.  A Saratoga branch of the larger trail (visible as 

recently as the 1890’s) become known as the “Indian Trail”.  The “Indian Trail” (shown 

in detail in a later section) was connected to the Schenectady-Montreal shown in the map 

below.   

 

Detail of a 1750 map showing the Schenectady-Montreal Trail 

 

 
Source: Library of Congress 

 

 

  



 

3 

Revised: May 6, 2020 

THE WALTON ERA (1827 TO 1844) 
 

On February 22, 1771, lot Number 12 of the sixteenth general allotment in 

Saratoga, which included Woodlawn, was granted to Rip Van Dam.  Other lots that later 

became part of Woodlawn by the 1880’s included the 5th, 6th and 7th lots of the 

seventeenth allotment and the 11th lot in the sixteenth allotment in the Town of 

Greenfield.  On October 24, 1771, lot Number 12 was deeded to Jacob Walton, Isaac 

Low and Anthony Van Dam.  Upon Jacob Walton’s death in 1792, his portion was left to 

his son, Judge Henry Walton (1768-1844).ii 

 

An early Saratogian newspaper article described Judge Walton, as he was known, 

as having been born with a silver spoon in his mouth.  The Waltons were a late colonial 

family that had amassed great wealth and were known to throw great dinner parties for 

the elite members of colonial American society.iii  In his younger years Walton received 

his education in England, under the guardianship of a very close friend of Sir William 

Johnson (the first European to be “cured” by the waters of High Rock Spring) and 

returned to study law under Aaron Burr (who later became Thomas Jefferson’s Vice 

President).  Following this apprenticeship, Walton became a prominent judge in upstate 

New York.  In 1790, Henry Walton moved to Ballston and built a Mansion on 246 acres 

of land that he named “Hawkwood” in the Town of Ballstoniv.  After acting as the 

Saratoga County surrogate (1794-1808), he chose to retire to Saratoga Springs.v  From 

1815 to 1823 Walton and his family resided at “Pine Grove” on Broadway. This estate, 

built by Walton, was later sold to Reuben Hyde Walworth for $2,000 and became known 

as the “Walworth home”.vi   

 

          Judge Walton owned much of the northern part of Saratoga Springs.  He sold one 

hundred and thirty acres of that land to Gideon Putnam who began laying out the village 

of Saratoga Springs in 1805 with “Broad Way” as a large central boulevard through of 

the village.vii  Congress Street, located off the now wide, boutique, restaurant and hotel 

bedecked Broadway, served as a southern boundary of Walton’s property. After opening 

a law practice with a “Mr. Leavett”, shortly after his arrival in Saratoga Springs, Judge 

Walton built the Pavilion Hotel on the northeast corner of Broadway and Lake Avenue 

(the current location of City Hall).  Most importantly for the Woodlawn story, Walton 

chose land north of Saratoga Springs (in the Town of Greenfield) on which to build a 

Greek Revival mansion in the 1820’s. 

 

An 1880 Saratogian article described the Walton Mansion as follows: 

“The Walton building was of stone with very thick walls, cemented on the 

outside.  All the rooms were spacious.  The roof of the wide piazza, which 

extended across the entire front, was supported by heavy masonry pillars.  

In fact, everything about the old mansion was of a massive, substantial 

character.  It was a local landmark.  It was completed in 1829, and from 

that time was occupied by Henry Walton as his family mansion, under the 

name “Wood Lawn” until his death in 1844.”viii 
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The Walton Mansion 

 

 
Detail of the 1829 Map of Woodlawn 

 

A great deal can be observed by carefully studying the 1829 map of Walton’s 

Woodlawn.  The map shows the main entrance to the estate from Clinton Street (labeled 

“Highway” on the map). The Clinton Street entrance wound through cleared, kempt land 

lined with occasional small clumps of trees.  The rolling lawn ended in woodland.  The 

woodland and rolling lawn on the property may explain the apt name given to the land by 

Judge Walton: “Wood Lawn”.  The large mansion, with seven other buildings behind it, 

probably farm buildings, overlooked the “Garden”, presently Case Green.  The current 

main Skidmore campus is to the east of the “Highway”. 
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1829 Map of Woodlawn 

 

Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 

 

Two of Judge Walton’s sons followed in their father’s footsteps and became quite 

successful.  Henry Jr. became the first owner of the United States Spring.  William Henry 

Walton (1804-1865), often also referred to as Henry, became a famous artist who is best 

known for his works in Ithaca, New York.  However, some of Henry’s earlier works 

depict scenes from Saratoga Springs, including a lithograph of the village of Saratoga in 

the 1820’s as well as a mezzotint of Congress hall.ix  

 

The detail of the Map of Woodlawn 1829 shows an area of structures surrounded 

by woods on three sides and a large lawn to the south.  This eastern part of Walton’s 

property contains the stone mansion “and other valuable buildings”.   A winding trail 

across the lawn, originating at the entrance near the top of the Clinton Street hill, leads to 

Walton’s Mansion.  Behind the mansion is a series of farm-related “valuable buildings”.  

Much of the surrounding non-wooded lands appears to have been put to agricultural uses 

and were labeled “Orchard”, “Arable Land” and “Plough Fields”.  There remain to this 

day some apple trees in the area labeled “Orchard” on the Walton map.  The writing in 

the lower part of the map refers to Walton’s property as a “Farm”.  The Walton Mansion 
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was located on the land now occupied by the southern part of Skidmore College’s Dining 

Hall, Starbuck Center and the patio between them.  The buildings behind the Mansion 

stretch northward toward the current location of Jonsson Tower.  The view from the 

Mansion would have been over the “Lawn” toward the expanding village of Saratoga 

Springs. 

 

1829 Map (Detail of the eastern part “A”) 

 

 
 

 

The measurement references on this 1829 map are in chains and links, e.g., the 

measurements just below the southeastern portion, “6c. 75l.” refers to 6 chains and 75 

links.  A chain is 66 feet in length and made up of 100 small metal links of just under 8 

inches each.  Present day measurements of the lengths noted on this 1829 map reveal 

those measurements to be extremely accurate. 
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POST WALTON ERA (1844 to 1879) 
 

          Following Judge Walton’s death in 1844, the Woodlawn estate changed hands 

several times over the next 35 years.  Robert McDonnell (1797-1881), sometimes 

referred to in contemporary sources as “McDonald” or “McDaniels” immigrated from 

Ireland and settled in Saratoga Springs by 1820.  He became a local merchant who had 

opened a grocery store opposite the Grand Union Hotel around 1820.x  He built a house 

on (North) Broadway in 1833(on what later became known as the Holden House 

property. His grocery store “was early changed to a hardware trade”.xi  In 1842, 

McDonnell served as President of the Village of Saratoga Springs. McDonnell purchased 

60 acres of the Walton property from Henry Walton’s heirs in 1846 for $5,000 and retired 

from the hardware business “on account of poor health”.xii  After selling Woodlawn in 

1855, he built a house on the corner of Broadway and Second Street in Saratoga Springs 

and lived there for rest of his 84 years.xiii 

 

1852 Bevan Map (detail) 

 

 
Source: Library of Congress 

 

          The Bevan 1852 map shows Walton’s property on both sides of Greenfield 

Avenue.  Also shown is a parcel owned by “G. Welch” on Woodlawn Street which then 

extended from Rock Street all the way to the Woodlawn Mansion.  “Woodlawn Street” as 

shown on this map no longer exists. 

 

          George Briggs (1805-1869) purchased the property from McDonnell and his wife, 

Eliza, in October 1855 for $15,000.  Briggs had moved with his parents at the age of 

seven to Vermont where he entered the hardware business.  He moved to New York City 

shortly after his term in the Vermont House of Representatives ended in 1837.  In New 

York, Briggs amassed an “ample fortune” in the hardware business.  In 1849, he served 
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as a Member of Congress from New York as a Whig party member until 1853 and later 

as a Know-Nothing party member (1859-1861).  Briggs retired to Woodlawn after his 

terms in Congress were completed.  George Briggs died in 1869 at his Woodlawn 

estate.xiv  

 

          In February 1871, the “Country Seat” at “Wood lawn” was put up for sale by 

Briggs’ heirs. The advertisement in the Saratogian read, in part: 

 

“The Dwelling House is 40x70, built of stone, containing 14 rooms, with a large 

attic and cellar, all in first-rate condition.  The land is under a good state of 

cultivation, well stocked with fruit and berries; the fences are in order; and plenty 

of Outbuildings for stock and crops.”xv 

 

 

          The Chambers 1858 Map shows the village of Saratoga Springs but also includes 

the Woodlawn Mansion just north of Saratoga Springs at the northern end of “Woodlawn 

Avenue” (not to be confused with the current Woodlawn Avenue). Note that the Mansion 

is much further north than is shown on this map.  On the Saratoga Springs part of 

Woodlawn Avenue north of Clement Avenue, some two dozen parcels appear to have 

been laid out (by Briggs?) for potential future development.  

 

 

1858 Chambers Map (detail) 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College, “Saratoga Springs Memories Project” 

 

           John A. Bryan, grandson of Alexander Bryan (an earlyl European settler in 

Saratoga Springs) his wife, Susan, along with Judge Henry Hilton and Hilton’s business 

partner, William Libbey, purchased the Woodlawn estate in 1873 from the heirs of 

George Briggs.  In an apparent attempt to honor his famous grandfather, Alexander, John 

A. Bryan created “Bryan Boulevard” as a westward extension of Fourth Street onto 
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Woodlawn property as shown on the Cramer 1876 map.  Rose Street appears on the land 

on the Greenfield side of the Greenfield/Saratoga Springs boundary line (labeled “North 

Corporate Line” of the Village of Saratoga Springs).  “Rose” may refer to another 

member of the Alexander Bryan family.  However, the Bryans, Hilton and Libbey group 

went into foreclosure for non-payment of taxes by January 1878 and the property 

reverted to the heirs of Briggs. 

  

 Cramer’s 1876 (detail 1) map shows the newly created portion of Clinton Street, 

into which Greenfield Avenue merged.  Another Walton house is shown on the west side 

of Clinton Street just north of Clement Avenue (as shown on previous maps).   

 

1876 Cramer Map (detail 1) 

 

 
Source: David Rumsey Collection 

 

  

 Much of the land shown in Cramer’s 1876 (detail 2) map later became part of 

Woodlawn.  The map also shows some other features of interest for the future of 

Woodlawn Park.  This land to the west of Clinton Street shows structures owned by W. & 

S.D. Ferris and a “Brick Yard” owned and operated by John Denton and Ira Roods.xvi  

The Denton name appears in several places near the Brick Yard.  The Denton family 

owned many parcels in this immediate area.  “J. Denton” on the 1876 map refers to John 
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Denton.  John was a descendent of Preston Denton (Greenfield’s first permanent 

European settler in 1775). 

 

 

1876 Cramer Map (detail 2) 

 

 
Source: David Rumsey Collection 

  

 By 1876 Broadway extended all the way to the newly constructed Glen Mitchell 

Hotel (built in the early 1870’s) and the adjacent land containing a ¼ mile harness track 

and other features. The Hotel and adjacent trotting track were part of a hotel and athletic 

complex created by Caleb and George Mitchell in 1869-70. The Mitchell brothers 

purchased this land in a glen surrounded by the hills of Woodlawn and the higher hills to 

its west and north.  The area known as Glen Mitchell has its own interesting history and 

might have been more aptly named “Mitchell’s Glen”.  The detail of the 1888 Birds-Eye 

View of Saratoga Springs shows the Glen Mitchell and its toboggan slide just up the hill 

to its west. 
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1888 Birds-eye “Map” (detail showing The Glen Mitchell) 

 

 
Source: Library of Congress 
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THE HILTON ERA (1879 to 1916) 
 

Judge Henry Nicholas Hilton (1824-1899) 

 

 Between April 1870 and November 1871, Judge Hilton was a commissioner of 

the New York City Department of Parks, as well as having been involved with the design 

and construction of Central Park between 1858 and 1876.  Hilton had a front-row seat to 

observe the progress and development of this famous urban park designed by Frederick 

Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux.  These men also were architects of Saratoga Springs’s 

Congress Park and more than 30 other parks and college campuses in the United States.  

Olmstead is considered to be the father of landscape architecture.  Hilton’s Woodlawn 

Park took its landscape design cues from those renowned architects and learned well 

from his tenure in New York City’s Park Department. 

 

 Prior to his purchase of Woodlawn, Hilton visited Saratoga Springs with 

Alexander Turney Stewart (1803-1876), an enormously wealthy New York City 

department store and manufacturing magnate and owner of Saratoga’s Grand Union 

Hotel.  Hilton served as Stewart’s private counsel, sole adviser, companion and confidant 

for at least eight years of Stewart’s life.  Upon Stewart’s death in April 1876, Hilton was 

given a bequest of $1,000,000 in Stewart’s will in exchange for closing Stewart’s 

businesses.  Hilton wound up owning and running Stewart’s businesses into the ground, 

but before-hand he pumped tremendous capital into the creation of Woodlawn Park.  

Hilton purchased the land, constructed numerous structures, and “improved” the 

landscape at this estate built for himself, his wife, Ellen Banker Hilton, and their two 

daughters and four sons. 

 

Acquisition of Woodlawn Land 

 

 On October 24, 1879, Hilton became the sole owner of Woodlawn’s 60-acre 

parcel after considerable negotiation with the heirs of George Briggs for the foreclosed 

mortgage balance of $14,900.xvii   In July 1880, less than a year after Hilton’s initial 

purchase, the name of the property formally became “Woodlawn”.  Woodlawn was 

ceremoniously christened with a wine bottle at its flagpole by Cornelia Clinch Stewart, 

the widow of A.T. Stewartxviii.  Woodlawn was opened to the public as a park for 

pleasure driving. 

 

 By April 15,1882, Woodlawn’s 60-acre parcel had increased substantially with 

the purchase of 19 more lots by Judge Hilton.  He purchased the properties of Lawrence 

Burke (177.5 acres including part of the old Denton Farm), John Woodbridge (70 acres), 

John T. Daniels (60 acres including part of the Miller Farm), Susan Tompkins (21 acres) 

and 14 other smaller lots for a total of 774½  acres.  Over the following years, 16 more 

parcels were added.  xixWoodlawn Park eventually contained more than 1,100 acres 

mostly within the town of Greenfield with a small southern portion within the village of 

Saratoga Springs. 
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 Hilton’s purchase included the triangular parcel of land between Broadway and 

Hillside Avenue on the east side of Broadway (see the Cramer 1876 Map).  This land was 

comprised of separate purchases from W.B. Mills and from Susan B. Tompkins for a 

total of 38 acres on the east side of Broadway.  Hillside Avenue became the eastern 

boundary of Hilton’s Woodlawn.  Today, this parcel contains an unpaved trail lined with 

a dolostone wall. One trail on this parcel still exists and winds its way down the steep 

slope from Broadway to Hillside Avenue (now just a trail).  Another trail on this slope 

between Broadway and Hillside Avenue appears to have previously been Bryan Street 

which extended and converged with Hillside Avenue (as shown on the Lawrence Map 

1881).  The trail now leading down to Hillside Avenue was briefly a toboggan trail built 

around 1914. 

 

 Many of Woodlawn’s boundaries were lined with stone walls.  The stones was re-

located from other parts of the property during the landscaping work.  Woodlawn sits on 

top of dolostone bedrock.  This stone was extensively quarried at the eastern edge of the 

property, directly outside of the property line.   The previously laid out parcels on this 

part of Woodlawn were completely ignored by Judge Hilton.   

 

1881 Lawrence Map (Detail) 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College: ”Saratoga Springs Memories Project” 
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The Lawrence 1881 Map indicates the earliest buildings constructed by Hilton on 

the property.  (Note the four dark shapes in Woodlawn Park).  Additionally, the map 

shows the layout of the early curvilinear carriage trails.  Note that part of “Woodlawn 

Av.” is still shown north of Clement Street and into part of the land that became 

Woodlawn Park.   

 

1895 Woodlawn Park Map 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College: Special Collections 

 

The 1895 map shows Hilton’s Woodlawn Park after his additions to the original 

60 acres purchased in 1879.  The Glen Mitchell property is located just beyond the 

northeast corner of Woodlawn.  Hilton “[had] been offered Glen Mitchell” and thought 

“quite favorably of adding it to his other purchases of real estate, but the deed was never 

transferred”.xx  Hilton did not purchase properties unless he could obtain them “at what 

he deemed a fair price”.  The property was instead sold to [August] Wilhelm [a famous 

German violinist].   
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Broadway Entrance 

 

Postcard courtesy of Victoria Garlanda 

 

In addition to the original Clinton Street entrance, two new entrances were added 

including one from Broadway, shown above, and another at the intersection of Third and 

State Streets.  From the three entrances, carriage paths encircled and converged at the 

Mansion.  These early entries are seen on the Lawrence 1881 Map.  By 1895, there were 

twelve more entrances (shown on the 1895 Map). 

 

The Third and State Street entrance was described in detail in the Saratogian: 

“As the visitor approaches Woodlawn from the village proper, the first entrance to 

the park is at the terminal and junction of Third and State streets.  Here upon 

either side of the wide carriage way have been erected two massive neatly 

designed brick pillars for the gateway, three feet square, upon the base and nine 

feet high, surmounted by stone caps upon one of which stands a life-sized copy, 

exquisitely chiseled in Italian marble, of Canova’s “Hebe” and upon the other of 

Canova’s “Dancing Girl.”  To the right and left of these pillars and enclosing the 

sidewalk are two others, just enough smaller to preserve correct proportion, each 

surmounted by a handsomely modeled classic vase. xxi 
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Third Street Entrance 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 

 

Landscape Design 

 

The landscape designs of Central Park and Woodlawn Park reflect similar design 

intents and styles.  Hilton and Olmstead and Vaux sought to create landscapes of ordered 

irregularity.  They manipulated and exaggerated the natural environments into carefully 

composed designs that appeared to be untouched and natural – they tamed nature.  This 

style of landscape architecture had its origins in 18th century English design, especially 

the projects of Capability Brown at the grand English country houses and estates. 

 

Major landscaping earth work was undertaken at Woodlawn to complete the 

design envisioned by Hilton, this included: leveling hills, building-up new ones, creating 

miles of winding carriage paths through the woods and lawns, re-locating boulders, 

enlarging ponds, filling in marshland, and diverting streams.  For instance, the marsh to 

the east of the Mansion was filled in with large boulders and covered with loamy soil.xxii  

Also, a small pond (“Denton’s Vly”) was enlarged and stocked with fish and swans and 

renamed “Love Lake”.  Removed rocks and boulders were used to build walls 

surrounding much of the property. 
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Carriage Trails 

 

 The curvilinear carriage trails and bridle paths are a striking design feature of the 

landscape layout.  Their design expresses informality through asymmetry and curvilinear 

rather than formal straight lines.  More than 20 miles of trails traversed varying natural 

and man-made features in the landscape as well as different terrains.  On the triangular 

shaped parcel on the east side of Broadway, Hilton created carriage trails on what 

previously were Bryan Street and Hillside Avenue.  Some of Hilton’s other carriage trails 

crossed Miller (now Daniels) Road and wound their way up the hills north of the 

Skidmore Stables.  The trail loops around a small waterfall and along small streams. 

 

Waterfall on a Northern Parcel Trail 

 

 
Photo by Robert Jones April 2019 

 

Hilton allowed the general public to visit the estate for several days a week.  On 

certain occasions, Hilton employed uniformed guards at the gates.  On these occasions, in 

order to enter the estate, one had to present a visitor’s pass signed by the judge himself.   

According to historian Evelyn Britten, “Invitations to social affairs at ‘Woodlawn’ were 

eagerly sought by local socialites.   If ancient gossip, passed down through the years, be 

true rebuffs and oversights to the over-eager were frequent.”xxiii  

 

Sculptures 

 

As described in a Saratogian article, many entrances were flanked by brick and 

stone pillars surmounted by white statues which visually announced the splendor to 

follow.  There were marble statues throughout the Park, even the carriage and riding trails 

were dotted with statuary.  The Judge was quite fond of his collection.  Most were 

imitations of sculptures depicting Greek Gods and Goddesses.  The most valuable pieces 

in Hilton’s sculpture collection were Hiawatha, purchased at auction in 1886, and the 

Drummer Boy, both by Augustus Saint-Gaudens.  Hiawatha was inspired by Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic poem, Hiawatha.  It stood between Mansion and the 

Wayside Cottage.  Today the statue is in the American Wing of the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art.xxiv  An excerpt of Longfellow’s poem was on the base of the sculpture: 

“Hiawatha/Pondering Musing in the Forest/ On the welfare of his people/ on the smooth 

bark of a birch tree/ painted many shapes and figures.”xxv   



 

18 

Revised: May 6, 2020 

 

 

1895 Map (Detail Showing the Main Buildings of Woodlawn) 

 

 
Key: 8 Cottage, 9 Womens Cottage, 10 Mansion, 11 Lodge, 12 Wayside Cottage, 

 13 Hillside, 14 Mansion Stables, 15 Superintendent’s Cottage 

Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 

 

Sketch of the Main Buildings on Woodlawn 

 

 
Left to right: Cottage (14), Mansion (10), Lodge (11), Wayside (12) 

Source: Skidmore College: Special Collections 
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The Mansion 

 

The “fortress-like” stone mansion originally built by Walton was partially 

dismantled and a new, much larger, mansion designed by E. D. Harris, architect for A.T. 

Stewart’s estate on Long Island.  The new mansion was built around its original Walton 

Mansion. Louis Cramer was the engineer for improvements and laying out of the 

grounds.  All other existing structures on the Woodlawn properties, including the Denton 

house (discussed below) were razed under the direction of Charles C. Eaton during the 

overhaul in the early 1880’s. 

 

The original Walton Mansion was transformed from Greek Revival to Queen 

Anne style.  When it was completed the mansion had twenty-six apartments and seven 

bathrooms.xxvi  In the grass filled oval in front of the mansion stood an Italian marble 

statue entitled, “The Tambourine Girl”. 

 

Hilton Mansion (1895) 

 

 
Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 

 

 “From the renovated mansion on a knoll nearly 200 feet above [and a mile north 

of] the village of Saratoga Springs, Hilton had views of the Adirondacks, the Catskills, 

Saratoga Springs village, Saratoga Lake, across the Hudson River and into Vermont.” xxvii  

 

“The interior [of the Mansion] with its large and airy rooms, is finished 

throughout in polished hard wood, is to be furnished with ebony, and will contain many 

curious and rare antique pieces.  Large open fireplaces are in nearly every room, ready to 

send out their cheery glow when required in the cool evenings.” xxviii 
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An example of the extravagance in the Mansion is shown by this photo of the dining 

room. 

 

Dining Room in the Mansion 

 

 

Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 

 

 

Wayside Cottage 

 

Hilton began construction of a “baronial castle” that was to be used in winter 

months for “gay house parties with sleighing, tobogganing and snow-shoeing as outside 

diversions.  One of Hilton’s daughters, in the Hughes family, resided there regularly 

during the summers.xxix  This new mansion became variously known as the Wayside or 

Greystone presumably because of the color of the outer walls made of granite that made 

up much of the structure’s first and parts of the upper floors.xxx  The Wayside Cottage 

was built approximately 200 feet to the east of the Mansion, with the Hiawatha statue 

between the two buildings.  The statue contained part of a Longfellow poem on it.  The 

Wayside Cottage may have been so named based on Longfellow’s Tales of the Wayside 

Inn.  According to the Brooklyn Eagle in 1899, Judge Henry Hilton “. . . tendered the 

beautiful ‘cottage’ Wayside, in Woodlawn Park to Governor Roosevelt and party for the 

Floral Carnival and Fete.” xxxi 
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Wayside (Greystone) Cottage circa 1900 

 

 
Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 
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The Mansion and the Wayside Cottage 

 
Postcard courtesy of Victoria Garlanda. 

 

Sheep were kept at the Sheepfold near the Villa on the old Denton Farm nearly 

one-half mile west of the Mansion and tended to by a shepherd who had a cottage located 

near the “Overlook” Villa. 

 

 

A Corner on Woodlawn 

 

 
Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 
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The Mansion Stable 

 

 The Mansion Stable was the home to Hilton’s personal horses and carriage. On 

the greatly expanded Woodlawn property, horses would pull carriages through the woods 

and over the large lawns to their south, a drive was possible even at night because of the 

installation of kerosene lamps along the paths.  Carriages also took Hilton and guests to 

the Saratoga Race Track or to Saratoga Lake. The following describes the “typical 

August day”: 

 

Grey horses, perfectly matched, harnessed to an attractive tallyho, a gay party of 

young people seated atop, others inside, altogether 12 or 15 guests, appeared over 

the hill in Union Avenue enroute to Saratoga Lake.  The clarion, yet musical call 

of the bugle resounded through the wooded hills re-echoing was heard by many 

visitors enjoying boat rides on the lake.xxxii   

 

The horses were used by Judge Hilton to take him on these excursions were likely 

stabled at the Mansion Stable just northeast of the Mansion itself. 

 

 

Mansion Stable 

 

 

Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 
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The Grotto Stables 

 

     There were always fifty to sixty horses stabled at Woodlawn.  The largest stable was 

known as “the Grotto”, located in the woods north of the Mansion Stables and Wayside.  

Many of Hilton’s horses called it home.  There were sixteen stalls and eight rooms for 

coachmen and grooms living at the Grotto Stables. The main Grotto Stables’ building was 

about 190 feet long and 15 to 20 feet wide supported by four rows of stone footings. 

 

Hilton developed a very well-known stock farm. The New York Press, reporting 

on a horse show held in Philadelphia, remarked that Hilton’s horses are “One of the finest 

strings of horses ever exhibited in the Philadelphia and New York is that of the 

Woodlawn Park Stock Farm…” Hilton won seven prizes for his ponies at that 

Philadelphia show.  “Much of the credit is due to Colonel Albert Hilton [son of Henry 

Hilton], to whose excellent judgment in horse-flesh the farm owes its best stock. xxxiii  

The New York Press explained the manner in which the horses were cared for by the 

Judge: 

 

“They have their own private car, which takes them from the door of the home 

stable at Saratoga to all the principal shows. They are rubbed and fairly polished 

by expert grooms, and their beds are of immaculately clean straw.  It well repaid a 

spectator at the open-air show to examine this fine exhibit of sixteen 

animals…”xxxiv 

 

1895 Woodlawn Map (Detail showing Grotto Stables) 
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Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 

 

Remains of the footings for the large Grotto Stable building in 2006 

 

 
Photo by Robert Jones (2006) 

 

Perspective Drawing (1888) Showing Stables 

 

 
Lodge is left of center, Mansion Stable to its right (foreground) and the 

Grotto Stables in the Woods behind them. 
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Sources; Special Collections, Skidmore College 

 

 

 

The Lodge 

 

The Lodge, built some 250 feet north of the Mansion, was used as a dwelling 

when there were many guests at Woodlawn.  However, the Lodge was “largely devoted 

to entertainment activities.  In it contained a sizeable ballroom, a pool, billiard rooms and 

a gymnasium.” xxxv  The Lodge held many parties for the rich and famous. xxxvi   

 

The Lodge 

 

 
Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 
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Cottages 

 

 Very little is known about the cottages at Woodlawn.  A photo of one of the 

cottages is shown below: 

 

A Cottage on Woodlawn 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 

 

 

The “Overlook” Villa on the former Denton Parcel 

 

1895 Woodlawn Map (Detail showing The Overlook and Surroundings) 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 
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In March 1881, Hilton purchased part of the John Denton Farm located almost 

half a mile northwest of the Mansion.  John Denton was a descendant of Preston Denton, 

the first settler in the Town of Greenfield in 1775.  The original Denton House was razed 

and replaced by Hilton with a mansion Villa in the early 1880’s.  The Denton farm 

included a large pond referred to originally as “Denton’s Vly”.xxxvii 

 

By 1883, “Overlook” became and remained the first choice living quarters of 

guests.” xxxviii  A row of maple trees was planted immediately to the east of the Overlook.  

Many of those trees remain there to this day.  A “Shepherd’s Cottage” was added just a 

few hundred feet north of the “Overlook” in which the Scottish shepherd lived.  A well, 

located a few hundred feet north of the Shepherd’s Cottage, supplied water to both 

residences.  A sheepfold (near the center of the Overlook map (above) with 7 outdoor 

pens extending from a 105 feet long stone wall which is about 8 feet high was used to 

hold the sheep that maintained the lawns on Woodlawn.  A stable and a carriage house 

located above the pens were added to the Farm.xxxix They were connected to a carriage 

trail and the rest of the approximately 22 miles of trails on the expanded Woodlawn Park.   

 

 

The Lake 

 

The small pond originally created by Denton had many different names over the 

years: Denton’s Vly, Love Lake, Lover’s Lake, or just “The Vly.”  Hilton enlarged the 

pond into the “Lake” (shown on the 1895 map). The Lake was often visited during 

courtships.  Couples would take boats on to the water to enjoy the surrounding forest and 

the lake’s swans.  Not everyone, however, liked the swans, as Monty Wooley, famous 

actor in The Man Who Came to Dinner, would attest.  As a young child Wooley was 

brought to the estate where swans once accosted him before anyone could intervene in his 

defense.xl  Saratoga locals who played at The Vly in the 1940’s and 1950’s complained of 

aggressive snapping turtles who likewise scared off other would-be swimmers. 
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1895 Woodlawn Map (showing Love Lake) 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 

 

 

 

Love Lake and its Boathouse 

 

 
Postcard courtesy of Victoria Garlanda 
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Woodlawn Oval Parcel 

 

In the early 1890’s, Judge Hilton created the “Woodlawn Oval” created on the 

parcel on the southwest corner of Clement and Clinton Streets.  The oval was given over 

to the Saratoga Athletic Club for use by local groups.  The judge built an 800-seat 

grandstand at the Oval which by all reports was quite comfortable with arms for each 

seat.xli    

 

The Oval opened in July1893 and was the home of the championships of the 

Metropolitan Association of Amateur Athletic Union that summer.  Saratoga Springs 

Mayor Knapp spoke highly of Hilton’s kindness in allowing the Saratoga High School to 

use the football field.   

 

 

1895 Woodlawn Map (Detail showing The Woodlawn Oval ) 

 

 
The two buildings north of the track are a stable and the “Stableman’s Cottage” 

Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 
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Perspective view of The Oval looking west 

 

 
Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 

 

During and after Judge Hilton’s life the Saratoga Springs community made much 

use of the Woodlawn Oval.  The drawing above clearly shows a grandstand, a horse barn, 

a racetrack, a bicycle track, football goalposts and a baseball diamond.  Many newspaper 

articles attest to the variety of athletic events of all kinds held at the Oval for more than 

30 years. 

 

Less than three weeks before Judge Hilton’s death in 1899, Hilton’s son invited 

Governor Theodore Roosevelt to a floral fete and carnival to be held in early 

September.xlii  Hilton’s health was thought to be improving at the time of that invitation.  

When Hilton passed away in August 24, 1899, the New York Times headline read, 

“Judge Hilton is Dead: Suffered a Relapse and Expired at Saratoga Yesterday.  Once had 

Stewart Millions/ Was the Merchants Sole Advisor, But Could Not Retain the Wealth 

after Stewart’s Death.”xliii  The article tore into the recently deceased Hilton suggesting 

that A. T. Stewart was the sole reason for Hilton’s millions that had been squandered on 

Woodlawn.  Shortly after his death, Hilton’s heirs left for Europe having little interest in 

the future of Woodlawn.   
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Inwood Parcel 

 

 Across from the Broadway entrances 

was the Inwood Parcel including the  

Broadway Villa (# 19 on the close-up of the 

1895 map).  This villa is on the same parcel as 

the current “Surrey”, but was closer to the road 

than the Surrey building (built in 1923).  To its 

north is the Inwood Cottage was located closer 

to Broadway than is the current Skidmore 

College Admissions Building.  A stable existed 

on the Inwood parcel and was located in the 

wooded area just down the hill behind the 

current Skidmore Admissions building.  Parts 

of the stone foundation of that stable can still 

be found. 

 

Some of the trails shown on the Inwood 

parcel remain on the hillside.  Those on the 

northern part of this parcel are still clearly 

visible.  Along the eastern most north-south 

trail (formerly Hillside Avenue) is a stone wall 

that formed the eastern boundary of 

Woodlawn.  The other north-south trail through 

the middle of the parcel was once part of Bryan 

Street.  The trails directly behind the Broadway 

Villa are largely obscured by overgrowth as of 

this writing.  A tall fence now separates the 

northern and southern parts of this parcel.  By 

the time of the sale of Woodlawn in 1916, part 

of this land had been divided into 19 parcels 

each with a 100-foot frontage on the extension 

of North Broadway, named Glen Mitchell 

Road. 

 

 

  

Detail of 1895 Map 

Source: Skidmore College, Special 

Collections 

:  
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The Farm Parcel 

 

Across from the Clinton Street entrance 

was a poultry farm. This farm encompassed 

twenty-two acres for raising turkeys, geese, ducks, 

and swan.  It contained a large building labeled the 

“Incubation houses and hennery”, and just north of 

it is a cottage for the “Poultry Supt.”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Garden Parcel 

 

 To the west of the Overlook is the Garden 

parcel.  It is located to the south of the intersection 

of the railroad tracks with Miller (now Daniels) 

Road.  It was bisected by Clinton Street before 

Clinton Street was redirected so that the road 

would remain to the northeast of the tracks.  The 

“L” shaped building on this parcel is labeled the 

“Grapery”.  Only small traces of these buildings 

remain on this parcel now owned by Skidmore 

College.  The part of Clinton Street that once 

bisected this parcel is largely overgrown (not to 

mention tick infested!) as of this writing.  

Hilton owned many dogs, cows, and a bald 

eagle.  The bald eagle, the only one in captivity in 

the area, ate live rabbits for its diet.xliv 

 

 

  

Detail of 1895 Map 

Source: Skidmore College, 

Special Collections 

Detail of 1895 Map 

Source: Skidmore College, Special 

Collections 
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The Farm Lands Parcel 

 

Immediately to the north of the Garden parcel 

is the Farm Lands parcel on the  

north side of Daniels Road.  Carriage trails, 

now largely obscured amid thick vegetation 

and trees, traversed the woods and lawn on 

this parcel much as they did on the main 

Woodlawn parcel.  The Three Sisters Ponds 

remained intact until May 2005 when they 

were wiped out by a flood following days of 

heavy rain which blew out the earthen dam 

supporting the railroad tracks.  Now only a 

small stream runs through the area where the 

ponds once existed.  One can now walk the 

floor of what was once those ponds.  The ponds were approximately five to ten feet deep.  

The stream that led to the northern-most of these ponds had a sawmill located between 

them and the railroad tracks shown on the Cramer 1876 map. 

Detail of 1895 Map 

Source: Skidmore College, Special 

Collections 
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Where Three Parcels Meet 

 

The land that was acquired by Judge Hilton, near the intersection of (old) Clinton 

Street and Miller (now Daniels) Road contained the Denton Brick Yard and several other 

residences.  These features are shown in the maps below.  Around the remains of the 

“Overlook” Villa is a large scattering of bricks was likely to have been made at the 

Denton Brick Yard across the road.  The land shown in these maps became part of 

Woodlawn.   

 

1856 Map (detail showing Clinton St. & 

Miller (Daniels) Rd.) 

 

 
 

 

 

1876 Map (Detail showing Clinton St. & 

Miller (Daniels) Rd.) 

 

 
 

 

 

Forest Parcel 

 

The parcel to the north and east of the 

railroad tracks on the north side of Miller  

Road is referred to as the Forest Preserve 

on the1916 auction map.  It contains a loop trail 

that meanders through Adirondack-like forest 

land that rises by about 100 feet at its 

northernmost reaches.  Along the eastern side of 

this trail is a waterfall with about a ten foot drop 

over rocks (after a heavy rainfall).  Along the trail 

to the north railroad tracks is a pond created by 

the dam which supports railroad tracks.  The 

overflow from that pond sometimes floods the 

southwestern part of the main loop trail on this 

parcel run alongside two bubbling brooks. 

 

In the late summer of 1897, a 100-pound 

lump of rock, likely from this parcel, was found to 

contain an ounce of gold.  Shortly thereafter it 

was reported that Judge Hilton “has commenced 

excavating in the northern portion of his Woodlawn estate . . .  The mine will be worked 

1895 Map of Woodlawn Park 
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extensively”xlv.  No further information about gold on Woodlawn has been found by the 

authors. 

1888 Woodlawn Birds-eye (Detail showing Woodlawn) 

Source: Library of Congress 

 

In 1904, a casino was considered for Saratoga Springs.  Woodlawn was a top 

contender, and the mansion would have been transformed into a clubhouse and 

restaurant.  “Several of the promoters have expressed a preference for Woodlawn Park on 

account of the vast grounds which could be used for polo, golf, horse shows, and sports 

and games of all kinds”. xlvi  Clarence Mackay, who rented the mansion on Woodlawn the 

following year for $7,500, was one of the financial backers of the casino proposal.  This 

proposal, however, never got off the ground. 

 

 

In 1906, 65 acres part of Woodlawn’s Farm Lands parcel along the east side of  

Braim Road was sold by Horace Russell 

(son-in-law of the late Judge Hilton) to 

William H. Gailor for $7,000.xlvii  Gailor 

became the President and general 

manager of the Saratoga Trap Rock 

Company in the town of Greenfield.  The 

company which was “. . . incorporated 

for $100,000, plans to quarry trap rock in 

the town of Greenfield.xlviii  “[A] siding 

was built in September of 1906 for the 

Saratoga Trap Rock Company and was 

located just east of Braim Road in the 

Town of Greenfield.  There was a 500 

feet siding parallel to the mainline on the 

north side of the tracks and a 2,253 foot 

siding on the south side.”  These sidings 

were added to facilitate the transport of 

rock from its quarry.xlix  The track lay to 

the south of the D&H track and roughly 

parallel and to the east of Braim Road.  The Trap Rock Company filed for dissolution in 

the summer of 1918.l  The photo (taken by Jon Patton) is near the beginning of the siding 

as it curves to the east toward the main line in the distance. 

 

 

Trap Rock Company Railroad Siding 

 

Photo by Jon Patton (2013) 
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“Following his demise the property reverted to his children.  Mrs. Horace Russell, 

Mrs. John M Hughes, Henry G. Hilton and Colonel Albert B. Hilton.  None of the family 

has occupied the property since Judge Hilton’s death . . .” li  The Hilton era came to an 

end when Judge Hilton’s children decided to put Woodlawn (and the Windsor Hotel also 

owned by Hilton) up for auction in 1916. 

 

 

Notice of Sale of Woodlawn 
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Saratogian, August 8, 1916 

 

 

 

1916 Map of Woodlawn at Auction 

 

 
Source: Saratoga Room, Saratoga Springs Public Library 

 

 

Lucy Skidmore Scribner offered to purchase Woodlawn for her young institution 

which was to become Skidmore College.  However, the acceptance of Lucy’s offer by 

Hilton’s heirs did not arrive in time for Lucy to acquire Woodlawn, and the auction of 

Woodlawn went ahead.  The auction consisted of eight parcels to be sold separately.  The 

land was auctioned on the 18th of August, and the contents of the estate were sold the 

following day.  A concerned group of Saratogians pooled their money in order to buy a 

portion of the estate to save it from prospectors who might clear cut the land.  The 

concerned townspeople successfully won one of the eight parcels at auction.  However, 

after all parcels were individually sold off, the entire estate was to come up for bid.  If 

someone bid higher than the sum of the bids for the eight individual parcels, then that 

person would own all of Woodlawn.  Charles W. Morse and George W. Loft made such a 

larger bid and acquired all eight parcels. 
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THE MORSE ERA (1916 to 1927) 
 

Shipping magnate Charles Wyman Morse (1856-1943), along with Congressman, 

and member of the Loft Candy family, George William Loft (1865–1933) placed the 

winning bid of $112,000 for all of Woodlawn.  Although Loft denied it, rumors before 

the auction circulated that Loft planned to turn Woodlawn into a hotel including a golf 

course or club.  The individuals that sought to save the estate from clear cutting were not 

unhappy with Loft’s role in the purchase believing that Woodlawn were not at risk of 

logging.lii   

  

 After the auction, George Loft decided that a golf club and hotel would cost too 

much, and so Loft faded out of the Woodlawn picture shortly after the purchase.  Loft 

moved on to other pursuits in New York City over the next 27 years of his life. Loft was 

named chairman of the Committee on National Defense by Mayor Hylan of New York 

City.liii  Loft later became a Democratic Presidential Elector from New York City in 

1932.  George Loft died on Long Island in 1943. 

 

In November 2016, several newspapers reported plans by a syndicate headed by 

Richard T Wilson, Jr., president of the Saratoga Racing Association, who 

 

“proposed to build a new hotel at Woodlawn Park along club lines and lay out an 

eighteen-hole golf course.  The capital stock is $1,000,000, of which Mr. Wilson, 

Harry Payne Whitney and James Butler have subscribed a large amount.  The 

hotel will not be ready for occupancy before the summer of 1918.” liv   

 

Nothing ever came of this proposal for a hotel and golf course. 

 

Charles W. Morse effectively took over Woodlawn following the auction.  

Shortly after purchasing Woodlawn, Morse hired lumberjacks to begin cutting down trees 

on the Inwood parcel east of Broadway in October 1916 much to the distaste of 

Saratogians.lv  Morse, a New York City shipbuilder, had earlier won contracts to build 

freighters for the war, and the lumber from Woodlawn could supply some of his 

shipbuilding needs.  

 

Morse Park Inc. began hiring workers to cut down trees on Woodlawn Park in the 

fall of 1917 and placed advertisements in the Saratogian for “active men to work in the 

woods.”lvi  Morse had already sought members of the Saratoga Springs community to 

board the lumberjacks who would cut down large amounts of timber.lvii  To pay some of 

the costs of the tree-cutting, in November of 1917, Morse was placing Saratogian 

advertisements for the sale of corn and hay grown on Woodlawn.lviii  By February of 

1918, Morse placed advertisements for drivers and laborers to haul cords of wood from 

Woodlawn.lix   

 

By July, 1918, Morse hired workers to make repairs to the roof and bathrooms of 

the Wayside Cottage so that he and his wife could spend August of that year at “Morse 

Park”.lx  They must have liked it there because they spent the summer of 1919 there as 
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well.lxi  In 1921, the Saratoga Springs Chamber of Commerce, through Senator Bracken, 

invited President Warren Harding to make Woodlawn the “Summer Capitol”, assuming 

that Mr. Morse would cooperate.lxii Harding evidently declined that offer.  In January 

1923, Saratoga Springs held a Winter Carnival which opened with a ski jump erected on 

the Clinton Street hill (presumably just north of the Woodlawn entrance on Clinton 

Street) on the west side of Morse Park.lxiii  

 

Railroad Siding Added to Woodlawn 

 

Morse Siding remains in the early 2014 

 

 
The above photo “near where the siding leaves the mainline” of the Adirondack Railroad 

taken in 2014 by Jon Patton: 
  www.adirondackbranch.net/sSamp.html 

 

By fall 1918, a railroad spur had been added to the Adirondack Railroad tracks so 

that the round-the-clock woodcutting could be transported efficiently from Woodlawn.lxiv   

The railroad siding was built by Morse Park, Inc. “just south of the crossing with Daniels 

Road”. In December 1918, The Morse Inc. Park sold 

“All of the cut wood, cut logs, lumber and all slabs, ,edging and cut fence poses; 

the sawmill and all machinery, connected therewith, including the motor …´to Thomas C 

Luther of Stillwater, NY for $21,000. 

 

The “Overlook” building was used as a boarding house and office.  The railroad side 

track was used for manufacturing the logs into lumber and for lumber operations until 

those operations are fully completed.lxv 

http://www.adirondackbranch.net/sSamp.html
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 “It was out of service by 1920 and removed in March of 1925.”lxvi   The siding 

connected the main railroad track with (that era’s location of) Clinton Street 

 

All was not gloom and doom under Charles Morse.  In January 1923 a “winter 

Carnival” was held at the Vly in Morse Park.lxvii  Under Morse, the Woodlawn Oval 

remained in public use until 1924. The Woodlawn Oval was shown as Parcel 7 on the 

Woodlawn Auction Sale of 1916.  In 1918 the Goodnow Company “took over” the 

former Woodlawn Oval and it remained available for a time.  

 

By May of 1924 Fred C. Goodnow had purchased Woodlawn property on both 

sides of North Broadway and divided the properties into building lots.  Goodnow 

Development Company began selling the lots at prices ranging from $43.50 to $60.00 

which could be paid off at $1.00 a week.  The Goodnow Development Company also 

divided the 39.5-acre Oval parcel into building lots for residences.lxviii  Many of these lots 

were quickly sold.  A few lots were given away free (apparently using a lottery system 

for which you had to register at the office of Goodnow Development Company).  

However, by the mid 1930’s, many of Goodnow’s unsold lots were put up for Tax Sale 

auctions. 

 

The Photos below show what Goodnow called “Woodlawn Park Place” on both 

sides of Broadway.  Note that State Street and Woodlawn Avenue would have been 

extended by more than one-half a mile further north parallel to Broadway, stretching to 

just beyond the location of the City Reservoir.  Most parcels had 50 feet of frontage 

according to this map. 

 

      1925 Map of Woodlawn Park Place                         Same area in 2017 

 

  Source of Map: Archives, Saratoga Springs Historian’s Office 
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The Goodnow Company also divided the 39.5-acre Woodlawn Oval parcel into 

building lots for residences.lxix  Many of these lots were quickly sold.  Woodlawn sale by 

Goodnow 

 

 
Source: Saratogian, August 22, 1924 

 

With these sales of parcels, the Woodlawn Park diminished in size.  By 1925, 

Morse park was considerably smaller as shown in the 1925 map. 
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1925 Morse Park 

 

 
Scanned from Saratoga Springs Historian’s Archives 
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THE REISMAN ERA (1925 to 1960) 
 

Morse Park was sold by Morse in 1925 to a syndicate “for something like a 

million dollars”lxx for the possible construction of a hotel.  Daniel Reisman was the head 

of syndicate (Hilton Estates, Inc., New York, NY) that acquired Woodlawn. Reisman’s 

family spend their summers living in the Woodlawn Mansion.  The Reisman syndicate 

planned “. . .  to build a 500-room hotel, a sanitarium and golf course” on the Woodlawn. 
lxxi  This plan failed to materialize.  In 1930 Congressman James S. Parker proposed that 

Woodlawn Park become the site of a $1.7 million veteran’s hospital for “neurotic war 

veterans”.lxxii  That plan, as with many others, never came into being. 

 

In February 1932 a high-school ice skating meet was held on “the ice rink at 

Woodlawn Park”.  The Saratoga High School varsity skaters won the meet over skaters 

from other Capitol District high schools.lxxiii   A similar event in February 1933 had to be 

indefinitely postponed due to the lack of ice.lxxiv  Warm weather and rain were the major 

factors.lxxv   

 

In early 1934, Saratoga Springs sought to construct a new 5-million-gallon city 

reservoir.  First the City considered the Woodlawn Oval, but it was finally decided to 

construct the reservoir north of the Broadway entrance to Woodlawn.  The needed 

property was valued by the city at $4,200.  Being unable to reach Reisman, the City of 

Saratoga Springs obtained a court decision to acquire the needed 3.62 acres of land for a 

price of $4,500.  In December of 1934 the City let out a contract for construction of the 

new five-million-gallon water reservoir at its present location off North Broadway.lxxvi  

Work on the Woodlawn Park Reservoir was begun in early 1935 and was connected to 

the rest of the city water system via two large water pipes constructed under North 

Broadway.  Reisman later (1936) appealed the $4,500 price for the land to the State of 

New York Appellate Division of the State Supreme Court and asked for $36,600 by 

presenting an alternate valuation and by invoking a legal technicality in the earlier court 

decision allowing the City to acquire the land.  However, this appeal was rejected by the 

court. 

 

For some time, Saratoga Springs Postmaster and City Historian, John Corey 

searched for evidence of the Schenectady-Montreal “Indian Trail” that once passed 

through Woodlawn.  “The trail was used partially by the late Judge Henry Hilton in 

laying out some of the roads in Woodlawn Park.”lxxvii  The sketch that Corey drew in 

1936 gives his best estimated location of the that Native American trail.  A portion of that 

trail was believed by Corey to be along what is now State Street.  As shown on the 

following sketch, the trail was parallel to or on the current Blue Trail in the North Woods. 

 

Of note on Corey’s sketch is the “Indian Spring” which lies a few hundred feet 

downhill from and to the west of the current Blue Trail through the North Woods.  The 

water emanates from limestone layers from the upper elevations of the North Woods and, 

despite its name, is not truly from an underground “spring”.  The flow of water at Indian 

Spring can either be non-existent or can resemble a small waterfall depending on the 

amount of recent rainfall.  
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1936 Sketch Map (the “Indian Trail” by John Corey) 

 

 
 

Sketch John Corey 1936 

Source: Skidmore College, Special Collections 
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“Indian Spring” 

 

 
Photograph by Robert Jones in 2008 

 

Corey’s map contains a reference to an “Indian Mortar” located on “Miller’s 

Rocks”.  This Native American samp mortar was used for centuries and uncovered by 

Louis C. Robinson, the superintendent of Woodlawn Park.  According to Robinson, “the 

samp mortar had been used by the Indians as their grist mill, using a pestle of stone with 

which to grind the corn.” lxxviii  As shown on Corey’s map, the samp mortar lies adjacent 

to the “Indian Trail” and more than 800 feet east of the Woodlawn Forest parcel.  It was 

believed by Commander McNair, an authority on the matter of Indian Mortars, that 

Native Americans “planted corn on the Kayaderosseras flats every summer and came and 

gather it in the autumn grinding it in the mortar” lxxix 

 

Samp Mortar 

 

 
Photo by Robert Jones, April 2012 
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The 1936 sketch also shows the toboggan slide built in 1885 partly on Woodlawn 

and another toboggan slide built in 1914 just east of Glen Mitchell Road, on Woodlawn 

property.  This slide path is now a hiking trail leading down the slope toward old Hillside 

Avenue.  The “Vly” (Love Lake) shown on Corey’s sketch was drained in 1957 for the 

beginning of construction of railroad tracks later that year. 

 

 As the following article indicates, Skidmore College occasionally used the ski 

slope on Woodlawn.  The ski slope was on property that is now under the power lines just 

north of the Northwoods Apartments (a Skidmore dormitory). 

 

 
Saratogian, February 14, 1937 

 

In May of 1938 major acts of vandalism occurred on Woodlawn.  Vandals 

destroyed many of the items in the mansions and made off with many other valuable 

articles from them.  To local officials, it was not even clear whom to contact as the 

owner(s) of Woodlawn.lxxx   

 

On March 31, 1948 most of the Woodlawn buildings burned to the ground in a 

wind-spread grass fire.  The fire began at Clement and State Streets, across from 

Woodlawn’s southern perimeter by men attempting to burn brush.  That fire spread 

nearly simultaneously to six Woodlawn buildings.  Nine other areas of Saratoga Springs 

were also involved in fires.lxxxi    On Woodlawn, only the Wayside Cottage remained 

unscathed.  The fire spread so rapidly that it had reached the Woodlawn buildings before 

firefighters could even be notified.  The Woodlawn caretaker’s wife had all she could do 

to escape the flames with a radio and the family dog as she fled those flames. 

 

The largely granite Wayside Cottage was the only structure left untouched by the 

grass fire of 1948.  Even after that fire, vandalism continued at the Wayside Cottage 

prompting a legal notice to be placed in the Saratogian. 
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Saratogian, July 1, 1950 

 

Skidmore College used Woodlawn during the 1940s and 1950s, prior to the 

campus moving to North Broadway in the 1960’s.  An annual Woodlawn Day was held 

which included relay races, horseshoes, badminton, tug-of-war, and a student-faculty 

baseball game.  Less officially many early Skidmore students remember having parties 

and bonfires around the Woodlawn ruins.lxxxii 

 

An older generation of Saratoga residents remember having apple fights in the 

Woodlawn orchards, using chunks of the decrepit building’s plaster when apples were 

not in season.  Stories about sneaking off to have bonfires near these abandoned estates 

are prevalent in accounts told by those who remember the 1940s and 1950s on 

Woodlawn. 

 

As was the case with the other parts of Woodlawn, the area around the Wayside 

Cottage became overgrown as shown in a 1953 photograph. Shortly after midnight on 

September 2, 1955, a spectacular fire that could be seen as far away as Ballston Spa 

destroyed the remaining wooden parts of the Wayside Cottage.lxxxiii  
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Wayside Cottage in 1953 

 

 
Source: Times Union, July 21, 1998 
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The Wayside Cottage Fire in 1955 

 

 
Saratogian, September 3, 1955 

 

 

In 1958, railroad tracks were built through the main Woodlawn parcel along the 

northwestern part of The Lake.  A large hill on that edge of the pond was removed in 

order to lay the track.lxxxiv  As much as 60 vertical feet of earth had to be removed to 

provide a straight and level path for the railroad tracks.  The main Woodlawn parcel was 

split in two by this major excavation for those tracks.   Trails that once crossed these two 

parts of the Woodlawn parcel were forever severed.  These changes are shown by 

comparing the 1948 and 1960 aerial photographs.   

 

Remains of the Main Woodlawn Buildings (1960) 

 

 
Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 
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Aerial Photograph Mosaics of the Main Parcel of Woodlawn (1948 and 1960): 

 

 

1948 Aerial Photo 

 

 
Source: Special Collections, Skidmore College 

 

 

1960 Aerial Photo 

 

 
 

A careful look at the aerial photos also shows the rerouting of Clinton Street, the 

building of the Clinton Street overpass above the new railroad tracks and the 

disappearance of the Lake. 
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SKIDMORE ACQUIRES WOODLAWN (1960) 
 

In late 1960, J. Erik Jonsson, a Skidmore College trustee and father of a Skidmore 

College student who “received loving care here” while at Skidmore, offered to purchase 

Woodlawn from the corporation headed by Daniel Reisman for $20 million.  Jonsson 

envisioned building a new campus on the Woodlawn estate.lxxxv    Earlier that year, 

Skidmore had plans drawn up to renovate the downtown campus at a cost of $23 million.  

The Woodlawn property was more than 1,100 acres compared with the forty acres of the 

downtown campus.  Fifty other acres of recreation land owned by the college and used as 

a stable area had been taken over for the construction of the Adirondack Northway.  The 

new property solved several problems for the College.  The Skidmore community 

overwhelmingly favored the acquisition of Woodlawn for its “new” campus.   

 

 

 
Saratogian, April 27, 1961. 
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Locations of the Main Woodlawn Buildings: 1895 and 2014 

 

 
10 Mansion, 11 Lodge, 12 Wayside Cottage, 13 Hillside Cottage, 14 Stables 

 

The locations of the circled buildings above are shown on the 2014 air photos of 

the Skidmore Campus below to visualize the approximate locations of the main 

Woollawn structures on the 2014 Skidmore Campus. 
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When Skidmore acquired Woodlawn the burnt remains what once was the 

glorious Woodlawn estate were all that remained.  They were bulldozed.  The college 

tried to retain the Wayside Cottage’s main granite archway for the campus entrance, 

however it crumbled while being moved.  

  

 

Woodlawn’s Last Winter in the early 1960’s 

 

 
Source: Collections, Skidmore College 

 

The history of Woodlawn ends as a new chapter in the history this land is being 

written by Skidmore College. 
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